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The purpose of a home visit is threefold:

1) To verify what they've told you about the home

2) To determine if the home is one that is safe for a dog. Is this a home you would feel comfortable leaving your dog with?  This question applies to both the residents, as well as the physical property.

3) To point out potential problem areas that are easily addressable - fine crystal at tail level, loosely draped power cords across the middle of the floor, toxic chemicals in easily opened floor level cabinets, swimming pool that is unfenced and easily accessible by the dog when unsupervised, etc. For someone who hasn't had a dog in a while, these problem areas might not be apparent.


All questions on the checklist are attempts to address the three above goals. 

Whenever possible, it is recommended to bring a test dog.  Many residents (both people and animals) may seem willing to co-exist with a dog, until they are faced with the reality of canine on their turf.  You may opt to bring a slightly untrained - or difficult - dog to push some buttons and see how that can handle issues. Or you may opt to bring a gentle dog. This would depend on the people, the sort of dog they are attempting to rescue, and your accessible dogs.

Your Assessment:
As you are meeting the applicants and their pets, you can best determine what type of rescue will fit into their home and lifestyle. Please give us your idea of what type of dog would fit best in their home. Be as specific as possible.

Make sure all residents are available for the home visit.  Some people may attempt to not have the less enthusiastic members present so as to provide a better "image" of the home.  These "hesitant adopters" are often the reasons a dog is returned.  It's important you are able to interact with them BEFORE they start living with the dog.


Home Visit Checklist


Home Visit Date:  ______________   Time:  ____________

Applicant's Name:  __________________________________________

Applicant's Address:  _________________________________________________________________________

Applicant's Contacts
E-mail:  ___________________________________________  Home phone: ____________________________

Work Phone:  ______________________________  Cell Phone:  ______________________________

Interviewer's Name:  _____________________________________________

Checklist:
A.  Outside the Home:

1.  Is there a yard?   Y G    N G
 
If yes, estimate approximate size:  ______________________________________________________
 
Is it large enough to provide adequate exercise space for the dog?   Y G     N G
  
If not, do they have other ways to meet the dog's exercise requirements? (explain): ____________

 
____________________________________________________________________________________

 
Is the yard free of debris?   Y G     N G
 
Are there any visible hazards? (describe) _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Is the space safe for the dog?       Y G    N G
           
2. Fencing:  Is the yard fenced?  Y G     N G   /  Full G     Partial G 

Fence Details:  Wood Privacy G  / Chain Link G  /  Field Fencing G  /  Wood/wire mix G
                                   Height: 3’G  / 4’G  /  5’G  /  6’ or higherG
Does it appear adequate to keep the dog contained?  Y G     N G
 
Possible problem areas: Fence is too short  G  / Has a gap at the bottom/near the gate  G  /
            Has loose soil    under the fence and the dog is a digger  G  / Fence is flexible and a forceful dog could bend
            it as a sufficient angle to climb out  G  /  Fence posts are small &could be forced over by a charging dog  G
 
Is there a lock on the gate?  Y G     N G
 NOTE: unlocked gates make it easy for someone to let out a dog if it is to be outside
                                                                         when no one is home.
 
Is there a dog door for dog’s access to yard if no one is home?   Y G     N G  
3.  Is there a swimming pool?  Y G     N G  /  If yes, describe the type:  ___________________________
 
Does it have a cover?  Hard (elephant cover)  G  soft  G  NOTE: Soft covers can collapse un the weight of a large dog and do
not provide adequate protection when dog is unsupervised.
 

Fence around pool?  Y G     N G  /  Does shallow end of pool have a ramp?  Y G     N G 
Is a ladder the only way to exit?  Y  G     N  G                                                                          Note: If Ladder is only exit, dog should not be left unsupervised near pool.  It could fall in, swim until exhausted, and drown before someone finds it. It is strongly advised that these sorts of pools have a fence.

4.  Is there an outdoor kennel of any kind?  Y G     N G
 
If yes, please describe: Attached to house G / Stand alone G / Strong & secure G
unsafe/in disrepair G       What are the plans for its use?  __________________________________
  
 
Is there a cable run?  Y G    N G  If yes, what are the applicant's plans for its use?  ____________

____________________________________________________________________________________Note:  Most rescues do not recommend cable runs be used unsupervised. Dogs can get tangled up, even strangled. Cable runs are often used by outdoor only dogs, which is not a recommended life for a dog.  Cable run does not provide adequate protection from other dogs, people, or wildlife.  It would be acceptable to use the cable run when a person was outside, so as to allow the dog outside access with the owner when a fence is not present.

5. Describe the street.  Busy G  / Quiet G  /  Somewhere in-between G / Will the noise level be stressful those the sort of dog they are trying to adopt?  Y G    N G  /  If the dog was to get out, would it be in immediate peril?   Y G    N G
        
6.  Describe the setting.  Rural G  / Suburban G  /  Urban G  
7.  Are there any dogs or other animals that live adjacent to this property  Y G    N G  
 
If yes, what are they like?  Friendly G /  Aggressive G  /  Approx ages and breeds: ____________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will the dog have access to these animals?   Y G    N G
 
How are they contained?  Allowed to roam the neighborhood G  / fenced G  /  leashed G
8.  Is there a garage?  Y G    N G   If yes, will the dog have access to the garage?   Y G    N G  
 
Describe the garage.  In good repair G  /  Clean, no debris on the floor G  

Hazardous substances out of reach of the dog   Y G     N G

Inside the Home:

1.  Describe the condition of the home.  In good repair  Y G    N G  / Clean & neat  Y G    N G
  
2.  Ask to see where the dog will sleep.  Describe the sleeping area: ________________________________
  
Bedding:  ____________________  / Does that seem reasonable for the particular dog?  Y G   N GNote:  If person insists dog sleep on another floor, try and find out what they plan to do if dog is upset by its isolation (dogs are pack animals, after all. This can help you determine if the owner is willing to compromise the dog’s needs with their own).      Comments:  _________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is there a crate available?   Y G    N G
 
If no, are they willing to provide one if the dog needs/wants it?  Y G    N G                             Note:  Crates are a controversial issue. They can prevent an unsupervised dog from harming itself or the home. However, some people will leave dogs in crates for long hours, which can lead to separation anxiety, unexpended energy that can lead to behavioral issues. Ideally, a dog should not be in a crate more than 4 hours at a time. Puppies should not be left in a crate longer than the recommended pee-free times.  Also, some dogs are used to crates and are stress free when alone solely if in a crate. 

 
4.  Ask to see where the dog will be kept when no one is home.  Describe this area:  ___________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

 
If no crate intended, do they have a plan if the dog becomes destructive?  Y G    N G
 
Does this space seem like a safe place for a dog to be while unsupervised?  Y G    N G
5.  Do they have a basement?  Y G    N G  ( Finished G  / Unfinished G ) / clean & safe?  Y G    N G

     If yes, will the  dog have access?  Y G    N G 


The Applicants:

1.  Describe the behavior of adults among themselves: ____________________________________________

2.  Describe how they react to/interact with your dog: ____________________________________________

3.  Does it seem that they have realistic expectations when it comes to owning a rescue dog?  Y G   N G 

  Why or why not?  ____________________________________________________________________

The Children (if applicable):

1.  Describe behavior of children in relation to adults (including yourself), other children &  any pets:  

____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Does the child(ren) appear excited about the idea of getting a dog?  Y G     N G
3.  How does the child(ren) react to/interact with your dog?  Cautious G  Fearful G  Friendly & polite G
4.  Take direction from their parents regarding how to appropriately interact with your dog? Y G   N G

5.  Describe the child's/children's activity level according to what you observe:  _______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Current Pets: (if applicable)

1.  Describe the appearance and condition of the current pets:  ____________________________________
     Appear happy & well cared for G  /  groomed G  /   over G /under G weight

2.  How do they interact with your dog?  ________________________________________________________
     With you?  ___________________________________________________________________________

3.  Do they have toys available?   Y G    N G  /  If yes, are they safe & appropriate?  Y G    N G
Overall Impressions:

1.  Would you feel comfortable leaving your dog with the applicant?   Y G    N G
 
 Why / why not?  _____________________________________________________________________

2.  Describe any particular strengths or weaknesses of the applicant that stand out:  ___________________

 
____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Review the information about the type of dog (not necessarily a specific dog) this applicant is interested in adopting.  Based on what you've seen and discussed with this applicant, do you feel they are generally on target with the type of dog they looking for?  Y G    N G  

 Why or why not?  _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Describe any special needs, unusual circumstances or concerns that we should consider:  ___________

____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Other Comments: (NOTE: Sometimes things stands out that do not fit into above categories.  You should note this here) 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________





